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can society of painters and sculptors, incor-
porated under its present title in 1828. It was
the direct outgrowth of the New York
Sketch Club, organized by a number of
young artists in 1825. The Academy has been
characterized, in general, by marked conserv-
atism, and has stood for the traditional as
opposed to the modern tendencies in art.
Since its union with the Society of American
Artists, 1906, however, it has adopted a more
liberal policy, excluding only the most radi-
cal work. Its membership includes 158 asso-
ciate members, and 145 academicians.

National Academy of Sciences, The, an
organization incorporated by Act of Congress
in 1863 to investigate and report upon any
subject of science or art, whenever called upon
to do so by any department of the U. S.
Government, the expenses of such investiga-
tion to be paid by legislative appropriation.
The Academy has conducted many important
investigations for the Government, particu-
larly before the establishment of the numer-
ous scientific and technical divisions of the ex-
ecutive departments. Membership is limited
to 300 active members and 50 foreign associ-
ates.

National Anthems, or National Hymns.
The national anthem of the United States,
prescribed for ceremonial occasions by Army
and Navy regulations, is the Star Spangled
Banner, written by Francis Scott Key in
1814. The origin of the British national an-
them, God Save the King, is involved in ob-
scurity. The words were probably derived
from an old folk song, and the air is gener-
ally credited to John Bull, who lived between
1560 and 1628. The stirring Marseillaise of
the French was written and composed in
1792 by Rouget de Lisle, and has played an
important part in French history. The Cana-
dian national anthem is The Maple Leaf For-
ever, by Muir (1871).

National Civic Federation, an organiza-
tion of prominent men and women in the
United States, representing labor, capital, and
the general public, and having for its purpose
the solution of problems attendant on indus-
trial and social progress; the provision for
the study and discussion of questions of na-
tional import; the formation of enlightened
public opinion, and the promotion of legisla-
tion in accordance therewith. The work of
the Federation is carried on through nine de-
partments. The Industrial Conciliation De-
partment, the Industrial Economics Depart-
ment, the Welfare Department, the Woman's
Department, the Department on Industrial

Accidents Compensation and Prevention, the
Social Insurance Department, the Depart-
ment on the Regulation of Trusts and the
Department of Interstate and Municipal
Utilities. Consult National Civic Federation
Review.

National Education Association of the
U. S., an association of American educators,
educational institutions, and others actively
engaged in educational work, having for its
object the elevation of the character and ad-
vancement of the interests of the profession
of teaching, and the promotion of the cause
of education in the United States. It was
founded in 1837 as the National Teachers'
Association; in 1870 the name was changed
to National Educational Association; and in
1906 to National Education Association of
the United States, under which title it was
granted a national charter.

The association consists of 23 departments
which take up special problems of method,
organization, and course of study in nearly
every type of educational work. There are al-
so more than 15 standing committees actively
at work on professional problems. The Na-
tional Education Association has been one of
the leading educational factors in the United
States. It has profoundly modified the cur-
riculum of the secondary and the elementary
schools by means of the reports of the Com-
mittee of Ten and the Committee of Fifteen,
appointed in 1892 and 1893 respectively; and
it has exercised a widespread influence
through its reports on rural schools, public
and school libraries, industrial education, col-
lege entrance requirements, normal schools,
and teachers' salaries and pensions.

National Gallery, in London, the principal
depository of the pictures belonging to the
British nation. The present building stands
in Trafalgar Square; it was finished in 1838
at a cost of $500,000, and was enlarged in
1861, 1869, 1876, and 1887. Among its most
valuable possessions are Raphael's Madonna
degli Ansidei purchased, 1884 for $350,000;
the Velasquez Venm for which $225,000 was
paid in 1906, and Holbein's Duchess, pur-
chased, 1909, for $250,000, by an anonymous
donor.

The Gallery contains more than 1,650 pic-
tures, of which about 1,100 are in Trafalgar
Square, the rest at the Tate Gallery and else-
where. The National Portrait Gallery,
founded in 1856, occupies a handsome suite
of buildings at the rear of the National Gal-
lery.

National Guard.  See Militia.